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President
qualifications
listed
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

Experience
l e a d i n g
university
operations
is one of the
qualifications
listed in the
posting
for
the
founding
president
of
the university to be created from the
consolidation of the University of Texas
at Brownsville and the University of
Texas-Pan American.
Witt/Kieffer, the firm assisting the
UT System in the search for a new
president, posted the job qualifications
on its website Nov. 4. Also among the
qualifications:
--a Ph.D., M.D., or a terminal degree;
--experience as a president, CEO, or
significant senior-level executive in a
complex academic setting;
--experience in overseeing university
facilities planning and construction;
--an appreciation for the distinctive
history and culture of the State of
Texas and the Rio Grande Valley, with
recognition of the need to “connect”
with a broad spectrum of constituents in
making decisions for the university; and
--an appreciation for the importance
and understanding of multilingual,
multicultural and global perspectives.
The job posting also detailed an
overview of the new university,
its purpose, core values, research,
technology and intellectual property,
faculty
development,
community
engagement, economic development and
infrastructure.
“Candidates should have a history of
organizational leadership; innovative
achievements in academia; a record
of a deep respect for scholarship;
commitment to and demonstrated
success in fostering diversity; the capacity

See PRESIDENT, Page 8

Rescue swimmer recalls Navy experience
Shark-infested waters, pirates among memories

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Swimming in tiger shark-infested
waters, freeing a ship’s propeller
from fishing nets and battling Somali
pirates are some of the events senior
communication major Javier Saenz
experienced while serving in the U.S.
Navy.

Veterans Day Ceremony
Today, Page 3
Saenz, who served from August 2007
to September 2011, was 19 years old
when he joined the Navy.
“I took that opportunity after my first
year of college,” he said.
A competitive swimmer since age 10,
Saenz said he joined the Navy because it
best suited him.

See VETERANS, Page 8

Soccer teams up
and down
the National
Association
of Intercollegiate
Athletics
Coaches’Poll

Courtesy Photo

Senior communication major Javier Saenz, who was a petty officer third class in the U.S. Navy, is
shown with a Ukrainian tanker that was hijacked by pirates off the coast of Somalia.

Undefeated
volleyball
team
Cross country teams’
impressive start

LET’S TAKE A LOOK BACK, PAGE, 11

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT WEEK

MONDAY

“Your Name In Different Languages”

“Play Chess With Chess Players”

Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Main Courtyard

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

“Foreign Language Lessons
in 30 Minutes”

“Meet Our Exchange Students
at the Study Abroad Fair”

“Sound Off at the
Global Monologues International
Bake Sale”

Time: Noon
Place: Main 1.224

Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Main Courtyard

Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Place: Main Courtyard
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Veterans Week

UT-Brownsville’s Veterans Upward
Bound program will host its 14th
annual Veterans Day ceremony from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today in the Main
Building courtyard. The ceremony will
include a keynote address by U.S. Rep.
Filemon Vela (D-Texas), the playing of
“Taps,” a 21-gun salute and a Memory
Wall for students to write messages
to fallen veterans or servicemen and
women currently deployed. As part of the
National Roll Call 2013 project, members
of the campus community will also read
the names of the 8,400 veterans, living or
deceased, from 1 to 2 p.m. today and from
9 to 11 a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday in the Main Building’s courtyard.
Enrollment Services will honor student
veterans at a luncheon from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. Thursday in the Main courtyard.
For more information, call at 882-7127.

Percussion Concert

The
UT-Brownsville
Percussion
Ensembles will perform at 7:30 tonight
in the Texas Southmost College Arts
Center. Admission is free. For more
information, call the Patron of the
Arts program at 882-7025.

College Hispanic Leadership Tour

Glenn Llopis, a nationally renowned
author, entrepreneur and speaker,
will present a lecture on personal
development and leadership tool
resources to help students reach for
success in work and life at 2:30. Tuesday
in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The
event will end with a performance by two
time Latin Grammy-nominated group La
Santa Cecilia. For more information,
call Heather Olague, director of
Leadership Programs, at 882-5775.

Study Abroad Fair

The Office of Global Engagement
invites students to attend the Study
Abroad Fair from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday in the Main Building
courtyard. This event will give students
an opportunity to learn more about
spending a summer, semester or even
a year abroad while paying UTB tuition
and fees. For more information, call
Study Abroad Coordinator Larissa
Guijosa at 882-8955.

Archer Center Information Session

The Office of Leadership Programs
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invites
students
to
attend
an
information session on applying
for an Archer Center fellowship in
Washington, D.C., from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.
Thursday in Cortez Hall 118. For more
information, call Heather Olague at 8825775.

at 3 p.m. Sunday in the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center. Admission is free.
For more information, call 882-7025.

“Noche de Estrellas,” the UTBrownsville student talent showcase, is
scheduled at 6 p.m. Friday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón. Cash prizes will be
awarded: $300 for first place, $150 for
second place and $50 for third place.
For more information, call the Office of
Student Life at 882-5138.

Flute and Clarinet Ensembles

Noche de Estrellas

Horszowski Trio Concert

The Horszowski Trio-- violinist Jesse
Mills, cellist Raman Ramakrishnan
and pianist Rieko Aizawa—will
perform in concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday in
the Texas Southmost College Arts Center.
Based in New York City, the members
of the trio teach at Columbia University
and the Longy School of Music of Bard
College. Admission is $15 for adults,
$10 for senior citizens and children and
$5 for UTB and TSC students. For more
information, call 882-7025.

Palo Alto Memorial Illumination

The Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historical Park will host the eighth
annual Memorial Illumination at 4
p.m. Saturday on the Resaca de la Palma
Battlefield, 1024 Paredes Line Rd. in
Brownsville. Interpreters in period U.S.
and Mexican uniforms will demonstrate
camp life, weapons and drills of the U.S.Mexican War era. The event features the
lighting of 8,000 luminaria honoring the
U.S. and Mexican soldiers who fought
in battles on the Rio Grande in 1846.
Admission is free. Lighting is dependent
on favorable weather conditions. For
more information, call Mark Spier,
superintendent of Palo Alto National
Battlefield at 541-2785.

Symphony Orchestra Concert

The
UT-Brownsville
Symphony
Orchestra and the Horszowski Trio
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in the
Texas Southmost College Arts Center.
Admission is $5. For more information,
call 882-7025.

Chamber Ensembles Concert

The Chamber Ensembles will perform

Brass Ensembles Concert

The Brass Ensembles will perform at
5 p.m. Sunday in the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center. Admission is free.
For more information, call 882-7025.

The Flute and Clarinet Ensembles
will perform at 7:30 p.m. Sunday in the
Texas Southmost College Arts Center.
Admission is free. For more information,
call 882-7025.

Ocelots Volunteer Fair

The Office of Student Life and Center
for Civic Engagement will hold an
Ocelots Volunteer Fair from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Nov. 20 on the Student Union
lawn. Nonprofit organizations from the
community will scout for volunteers
to assist in their activities. Admission
is free. Refreshments will be provided
and prizes will be awarded. For more
information, call the Office of Student
Life at 882-5138.

Risk Management Training

The Office of Student Life will conduct
a Risk Management Training for
student organizations from 7 to 9 p.m.
Nov. 26 in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón. Student organizations that have
not attended the training during the
semester are required to as mandated by
state law. Training topics include alcohol,
drugs, hazing, sexual harassment,
weapons, travel, disability awareness
and behavior at organization events. For
more information, call 882-5138.

Seeking Math Tutors

The ASPIRE Tutoring Lab is looking
to hire a math tutor. Applicants
must be currently enrolled in UTB, be
junior, senior or graduate students,
must possess a thorough knowledge of
assigned subject area and have at least
a 3.0 grade-point average. Applications
are available in the ASPIRE computer
lab located in Cortez Hall 108. The lab
is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday and 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Thursday and Friday. For more
information, call Learning Instructional
Specialist Virginia Ledesma at 8823804.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez

POLICE REPORTS
Oct. 23

Oct.27

7:53 p.m.: An officer was dispatched to
parking Lot AB after a 2010 Mazda CX-7
and a 2012 Nissan Altima collided. No
injuries were reported and there were no
citations.

5:05 p.m.: An officer was dispatched
near the Main Building to assist a U.S.
Border Patrol agent helping a man who
was suffering a seizure. Emergency
medical services arrived and said the
man was suffering from chest pains.
He was transferred to Valley Baptist
Medical Center-Brownsville for further
evaluation.
6:49 p.m.: An officer was dispatched to
the Casa Bella student housing complex
main office in regard to a beeping sound
coming from the fire alarm panel. A staff
member said the sound was occurring
due to a fire drill on Oct. 25. The officer
checked all buildings in Casa Bella and
all appeared to be fine. The staff member
was able to reset the alarm panel and the
main fire alarm panel.

Oct. 28

6:19 a.m.: An officer was dispatched to
the intersection of East Jackson Street
and University Boulevard after a 2013
Chrysler sedan and another vehicle
collided. No injuries were reported. The
Brownsville Police Department later
arrived and took over the investigation.
A UTB sign was damaged due to the
collision.
11:58 a.m.: A student reported that a
reckless driver almost struck him with
his vehicle. The student said while
crossing University Boulevard within the
crosswalk, a white Ford F-150 ran a red
light and almost hit him. The student was
unable to get the vehicle’s license plate
number or any other description.
2:30 p.m.: An officer was dispatched to
the Main Building in regard to an online
impersonation report. A faculty member
said someone created an e-mail account
under his name and sent an e-mail to
a university dean. The case is under
investigation.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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President, provost address students
By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

Last
Tuesday,
UT-Brownsville
President Juliet V. García and Provost
Alan Artibise updated students on the
status of the school’s consolidation with
the University of Texas-Pan American
and answered their questions.
“We hope that we set a tradition in our
university and set a standard for future
SGAs to have an open communication
with our administration, our president
and our provost,” said Student
Government
Association
President
Stephanie Mendez. “This event is a
townhall meeting and the SGA strongly
believes that during these times students
have to voice their concerns because
our university is going through many
changes.”
UTB is ending its partnership
with Texas Southmost College and is
beginning a consolidation with UTPA.
“Dr. Alan Artibise and I have been
working very hard over the last several
years to do two things: mainly, one is
separate from Texas Southmost College
and the other is to now consolidate,
or build this new university for South
Texas,” García said.
The first part of the separation from
TSC included registering students,
setting registration standards, tuition

and fees and deciding where the faculty
will relocate.
“Many of you remember that it was a
very difficult time for us because we had
to let go of many staff and many faculty
during this time, as we were going to
have less students,” García said. “And I
don’t know that we’ve ever gone through
anything more difficult than that.”
Many of the staff members that were
let go have found new jobs and some
have picked up jobs at TSC, she said.
“The other part of our business was
to divide up space, land and buildings,”
García said. “While the final ink has
not been dried yet on that document, in
general, we have all agreed on who gets
what.”
UTB bought 69 acres from TSC.
“We paid Texas Southmost College
about $44 million for that purchase,”
García said. “Now I don’t have $44
million in my purse, and I know UTBrownsville didn’t have it either. So, we
went to the UT System and asked them
for that money and we got it. So, that
$44 million came from the Permanent
University Fund.”
The university also acquired 69 acres
from the City of Brownsville.
“There is a law in the state of Texas
that says if you are a city and you want
to donate land, you can only do it for one
reason. You can only do it if you want to

Saluting heroes
Veterans Day ceremony starts at 11 a.m. today

Martha Ortiz/Collegian
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García answers a question during last Tuesday’s Student
Government Association Town Hall Meeting in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Shown with the
president are Provost Alan Artibise and SGA President Stephanie Mendez.

gift it to a university,” García said. “That’s
a great law, don’t you think?”
However, UT-Brownsville is going
to pay $6 million to the city for the
relocation of Lincoln Park, the president
told The Collegian in its Sept. 23 issue.
The university’s land totals about 280
acres.

Lecture on Tuesday part of College Leadership Tour

UTB RADIO NEWS AND INFORMATION MANAGER

UTB/TSC ROTC Bravo Troop members Rocío Medina (from left), Diana Gutierrez, Raul Rosales
and Pedro Rosas take part in the posting of the colors during last year’s Veterans Day Ceremony.
Today’s ceremony begins at 11 a.m. in the Main Building courtyard.

By Marlane Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

Sixty U.S. flags will be displayed at the
entrance of UT-Brownsville for the 14th
annual Veterans Day ceremony, which
takes place at 11 a.m. today in the Main
Building’s courtyard.
The event, hosted by the university’s
Veterans Upward Bound program, will
also include a keynote address by U.S.
Rep. Filemon Vela (D-Texas), the playing
of “Taps,” a 21-gun salute and a Memory
Wall for students to write messages to
fallen veterans or servicemen and women
currently deployed.
As part of The National Roll Call
2013 project, members of the campus
community will also read the names of
8,400 veterans, living or deceased, at

1 p.m. today and 9 a.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday in the Main
courtyard.
More than 500 veterans and their
dependents attend UT-Brownsville,
according to the Financial Aid Office.
Enrollment Services will honor student
veterans at a luncheon from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. Thursday in the Main courtyard.
In case of inclement weather, today’s
ceremony will be moved to the Student
Union’s Gran Salón.
Veterans Upward Bound Program
Director David Rivera said everyone is
invited.
“It’s going to be a wonderful way to
honor the veterans at UTB,” Rivera said.

See TOWNHALL, Page 8

Entrepreneur to spell out
tools of success
By Valerie Cisneros

Collegian File Photo

“Everything to the west side of Ringgold
[Road] belongs to Texas Southmost
College,” García said. “Everything on the
east side belongs to UT-Brownsville.”
She said UTB would not have had
access to Permanent University Funds if
it had not been for the consolidation and

Entrepreneur Glenn Llopis will talk
about “Opportunity Mastery Skills” in
an address to UT-Brownsville students
at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Student
Union’s Gran Salón.
Llopis’ lecture is part of the College
Leadership Tour, which is aimed at
providing real-life tools, tactics, strategies
for business and personal success to the
next generation of Hispanic leaders,
according to its website.
UT-Brownsville is one of six
universities where the tour will make a
stop.
“The Leadership Tour reached out to
us,” said Heather Olague, director of the
university’s Leadership Programs. “One
of my goals overseeing the leadership
programs is really finding those unique
opportunities for our students here on
the campus that are really going to help
them learn and expand their knowledge.
After talking with their rep ... I knew that
this was a program that we wanted to
have here.”
Llopis’ “Opportunity Mastery Skills”
are principles outlined in his best-selling
book, “Earning Serendipity-4 Skills for
Creating and Sustaining Good Fortune
in Your Work” (Greenleaf Book Group
Press, 2009).
“We live in a time where everyone
needs to learn from one another and as
Hispanics we have a lot to offer,” Llopis
said last Wednesday in a telephone
interview on the UTB Radio talk show,
“The Scoop.” “For many years in the
Hispanic community, we talked about
‘sí se puede’ but, instead, we should be
saying, ‘es nuestra responsabilidad,’
because it’s not about ‘yes we can,’ it’s
about how we can become responsible
leaders in order to influence society.”

“Llopis is the founder of the
Center for Hispanic Leadership, a
nationally recognized consulting and
training organization focused on
Hispanic talent and business growth
strategies,” according to a biography on
hispanicizewire.com. “The son of Cuban
immigrants, Llopis is best known for
what he calls ‘the immigrant perspective
on business leadership’ that focuses
on the idea that if people embrace the
immigrant mentality, they will have a
distinct advantage in business and in life
by being able to see and seize previously
unseen opportunities, and opportunities
others don’t see at all.”
The tour is presented by Cosmopolitan
en Español and Poder Hispanic
magazine. Sponsors include City of Hope,
Universal Music Latin Entertainment
and the Center for Hispanic Leadership.
City of Hope, a medical institution in
Los Angeles, Calif., will distribute copies
of Llopis’ book to those in attendance.
Llopis said he will autograph copies of
the book.
Laura Aguilar, editor in chief of
Cosmopolitan en Español, said Llopis
“is super smart and fun and will have a
great presentation on how the Hispanic
community can come together and
achieve so many great things in the
workplace.”
In an interview with “The Scoop,”
Aguilar said students will “walk away
from the tour being more aware of what
it takes to be a leader today.”
Students may register at www.
collegeleadershiptour.com to reserve a
spot and enter a prize giveaway contest.
The event will end with a performance
by the Latin Grammy-nominated band,
La Santa Cecilia, from 4 to 5 p.m. on
the Student Union lawn. Pizza and soft
drinks will be served.
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First World
‘problems’

OPINION

THE COLLEGIAN

By Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

“Gun control, definitely yes. Not so strict
because we do need to be able to bear
arms. Obviously it’s in the Constitution.
You never know what could happen with
our country. Especially, with all the little
children, shootings going on and just
random acts of people just going crazy,
it would a little safer to have tighter
[restrictions], like psychological tests,
maybe criminal background checks.
I know they already do one, but a little
further, you know, if you have anything
on there that could make you susceptible
to doing something crazy with the gun,
well yeah, then it should definitely get
a little bit tighter. So, obviously, it’s not
tight enough.”

i

We all have seen
those “First World
Problem” memes,
such
as
“My
diamond earrings
keep
scratching
my iPhone.”
And, yes, they
are funny because
they are true, but
if you think about it, those problems are
stupid.
Think about it like this: If the
Apocalypse happened right now, would
it really matter that we have “nothing”
to wear, or that a store only accepts
cash? The materialistic society of a First
World country sometimes forgets what
humanity is really like.
I realized this the other day when I
went to a store and I told my sister, “I
need to buy these shoes,” and she told
me, “Those are a want, not a need,” and I
realized that she was right. Will I die if I
don’t get them? No.
Most of the time we take for granted
what we have because we think it is
normal for everyone to have a house, a
bed, phone, television, computer and
money to buy all of these things.
If you have all of those things and
more, you’ve won the universe lottery
because all of these things are luxuries,
when many people in the world don’t
have shoes, a roof to sleep under every
night or even a meal to eat.
Living across the border has opened
my eyes to the contrast between a First
World and a Third World country, and it
inspires me to see that people who live in
bad conditions still smile and try to make
something of themselves.
One of the most important things that
my father has taught me is to give money
to the less fortunate, even if we don’t
have that much to begin with. Every time
we are going somewhere and we see a
person asking for money on the street,
Dad always gives them something, even
if it is five pesos. For them, it could mean
that they get to eat something that day.
If we have a little extra money, why not
give them that? We call it “spare change”
for a reason. I am glad that many wealthy
people, including celebrities, donate
thousands of dollars every year, but the
one who astounds me the most is J.K
Rowling, author of the “Harry Potter”
books. Rowling went from a billionaire
to millionaire status because of all the
money she has given away to charity.
I am not saying that you should stop
buying “nice things,” only that once in a
while, remember and be grateful for how
lucky you really are.

THINK

Are you in
favor of gun
control?
Why or why not?

Katheryn Salazar
UTB biology sophomore

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Farm bill reflections
I find it interesting that Congressional
Republicans are advocating food stamp
reductions during the debate on the
Farm Bill, but are strongly supporting
agribusiness subsidies.
This favorable legislation in the past
has helped put thousands of small
farmers out of business.
“Them that has gets, them that has
takes,” is certainly the motto of wealthy
Republicans and their corporate backers.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville

Isai Reyes

Ove M. Garcia
TSC criminal justice freshman
“No, I’m not really in favor of gun control
because the way I see it is whenever like
bad things happen like usually it’s the
assailant that has a weapon and the cops
have a weapon, and usually the victims
don’t have a weapon. And, so, I feel like it
would change. It would really make them
think twice about shooting up some place
if everyone has a gun.”

UTB music education senior

Andrea Martínez
Estudiante de comunicación
de segundo año
“Estoy a favor porque pone en peligro a
la vida de la personas, [a] las que están
viviendo. Por ejemplo, los papás de los
niños menores de edad, que tienen uso
o hacen uso o que tienen en sus casas
armas, pues estos niños pueden agarrar
el arma y jugar con ellas y pueden
cometer grandes accidentes [por] eso”.

“I really don’t know where I stand on
this subject. On one hand, we do need
protection. At times, it’s necessary and
convenient, but at other times it can lead
to crime. [Also,] kids can get a hold of it.
It’s really accessible. It’s really a touchy
subject, and I’m actually really confused.”
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
--Photos by Tony Peña
and Amanda Arredondo
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Brownsville, it’s time to recycle
By Magaly Rosales
SPANISH EDITOR

The City of Brownsville and Healthy
Communities of Brownsville Inc. will
implement a six-month Curbside
Recycling Pilot Program starting Jan. 6.
A total of 1,200 residences in different
areas of the city’s four districts have been
selected to participate:
--District 1: Coolidge Street, Villa
Hermosa and a portion of the East
Brownsville Addition
--District 2: Sections 1, 2 and 3 of Casa
Linda Estates
--District 3: the Hidden Valley, Lake
Village and Hidden Isle subdivisions
--District 4: Briarwyck subdivision and
a portion of West Brownsville.
Volunteers will ask the residents if
they would like to participate in the pilot
program.
“We are knocking on doors,” said Rose
Timmer, executive director of Healthy
Communities of Brownsville Inc. “We are
hoping to visit all 1,200 homes that are
in the pilot study. Drop info about what
they can recycle, when it will be picked
up.”
Kelly Tipton, an advertising consultant
for KKNG Marketing and Healthy
Communities of Brownsville volunteer,
said the committee in charge of the
program will help educate the community
about recycling.
“For this pilot program what we have
done is put together an education and

outreach portion,” Tipton said. “That
is crucial to this program because we
want these households to know that it
is important to place the correct items
in there but also to make sure that there
is no contamination, meaning that items
that are not acceptable, they cannot be
placed in the recycle bin.”
The residences will be provided with a
16-gallon red recycling bin.
“We are doing single-stream recycling,”
Tipton said. “All the items can be placed
into the red recycling bin. They don’t
need to be sorted, they can co-mingle. …
They can all be placed into the bin and
taken to the curb.”
Four materials will be recycled:
newspapers, aluminum cans and two
types of plastic containers (1 PETE and
2 HDPE).
Asked if the program will become
citywide, Timmer replied: “I hope so. …
The reason for the pilot program is to see
the kind of participation that we get, what
kind of recyclable materials we get. … If
it’s going to go citywide, that is a whole
other campaign that we need to address.”
The pilot program will collect data
such as the number of participants and
whether the program will save the city
money.
“We have to look at that information
and bring it to the city commission and
they have to decide, do we want to go
forward with this or not?” Timmer said.
The data collected will be analyzed by
about 30 UT-Brownsville environmental

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian

Plastic containers, newspapers and aluminum cans may be recycled in the Curbside Recycling
Pilot Program, co-sponsored by the City of Brownsville and Healthy Communities of Brownsville Inc.

science students under the direction of
Jude Benavides, an associate professor
of hydrology and water resources in the
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences
Department.
“The students are going to be analyzing
participation rates across those districts,”
Benavides said. “They are also going
to be looking at the percentages of the

waste that will be diverted away from the
landfill so we can get an idea of the money
[the city is] saving by adding years to the
landfill.”
Other organizations contributing to
the pilot program are Green Club Verde,
Keep Brownsville Beautiful and United
Way.

Be aware of the signs Chess grand master
November marks Diabetes Awareness Month

ties for 1st place
By Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

Amanda Arredondo/Collegian
Rosary Muñoz, a nurse practitioner at Valley Regional Medical Center, demonstrates how to
properly check blood sugar during a presentation titled “Important Facts about Type 2 Diabetes”
last Wednesday at the hospital.

By Victoria Brito
THE COLLEGIAN

In observance of Diabetes Awareness
Month, Valley Regional Medical Center
conducted a forum titled “Important
Facts about Type 2 Diabetes.”
Willie
Teo
Ong,
M.D.,
an
endocrinologist, spoke at the forum
about the different types of diabetes and
cautions to take.
“One in 10 people in the United States
have diabetes,” Ong told an audience of
more than 20 people at the hospital last
Tuesday. “If you contrast that to 15 years
later, of course, the population will grow,
and then at that time, one in seven people
in the United States will have diabetes.”
Ong showed that 32 million people

were recorded to have diabetes in 2010
and predicted that 53 million people will
have it in 2025.
There are two types of diabetes,
Type 1 and Type 2. Type 1 is an insulindependent diabetes where the individual
must inject insulin shots daily. This type
is irreversible. Type 2 is controlled by
diet and exercise and may be go away in
time if properly handled. There is also
gestational diabetes, which is diabetes in
a pregnant woman.
“Type 1 diabetes occurs at any age, but
it’s usually occurring in the young,” Ong
said. “The problem with Type 1 diabetes
is something has happened to the cells
that make the insulin in the pancreas,
and you no longer make insulin.”

See DIABETES, Page 8

UT-Brownsville Chess Grand Master
Anton Kovalyov tied for the first-place
title with six other players in the third
annual Fall Festival.
Organized by Michigan Chess Festival
LLC, the tournament was held Oct. 2327 at the Adoba Hotel in Dearborn, Mich.
Kovalyov, of Canada, scored 6.5 points
in nine rounds against 15 other grand
masters from around the world.
UTB freshman and Grand Master
Holden Hernandez, of Cuba, also
competed, scoring half a point less than
his teammate and finishing high in the
tournament.
“They showed a very professional
approach during the tournament,” Chess
Coach Bartlomiej “Bartek” Macieja told
The Collegian.
Chess Program Director Russell
Harwood has high hopes for Kovalyov.
“He’s one of our new players and
so I think it gives us good hope for the
future and sort of validates the level we
thought he had when we recruited him,”
Harwood said. “We expected him to be
an elite player and I think he will be.”
The international tournament included
61 participants from Canada, Republic of
Georgia, England, Cuba, Turkey, Brazil,
United States, Ecuador, Peru, Poland
and Sri Lanka competing in nine rounds
of the Swiss System.
Six other team members will compete
in the 17th annual Texas Collegiate
Championships, hosted by the Dallas
Chess Club.
“Having these two players right now in
the Texas Championship will definitely
help us,” Macieja said.

Martha Ortiz/Collegian

Anton Kovalyov practices for the 17th annual
Texas Collegiate Championship, which was
scheduled last weekend in Houston. Results
were unavailable at press time.
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Club Spotlight

Name: Ocelot Ranger Club
Purpose: To support Bronc Battalion’s
Bravo Troop in non-government
funded activities and to generate esprit
de corps among its members.
President: Oscar Gonzalez
Vice President: Joshua Fronk
Secretary: Jesse Mireles
Treasurer: Diana Espinosa
Family Readiness Group: Jessica
Treviño
Adviser: Capt. Eva Bratschi, senior
military science instructor
Activities: Fundraisers, volunteers
for Family Readiness Group, beach
cleanups, Moody Clinic Halloween
Party and Zoofari Auction, academic
and social get-togethers.
Meetings: 2 p.m. Fridays in Rusteberg
Hall 143
Membership requirements: Must
be a UTB student
Amanda Arredondo/Collegian
Members of the Army Reserve Officers Training Corps Ocelot Rangers include (front row, from left) Capt. Eva Bratschi, Luis
Moreira, Jessica Treviño and Greg Rangel. Second row: Rocio Medina, Jesus Silva and Pedro Rosas. Third row: Diana Espinosa,
Victoria Andrade, Vice President Josh Fronk and SSG. Kristina Stefanos. Fourth row: Virginia Aguirre, Ruben Fonseca and
Daniel Izaguirre, Fifth row: Jennifer Caraveo and Raul Rosales. Top row: Oscar González, Juan Rodríguez and Michael Martin.

For more information: call Oscar
Gonzalez at 293-0780.
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
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PRESIDENT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
to respond effectively to a dynamic higher
education environment; a demonstrated
ability to build and cultivate financial
support for the university and its
programs,” according to a job posting in
the Chronicle of Higher Education.
During the Student Government
Association’s Town Hall Meeting last
Tuesday in El Gran Salón, García and
UTB Provost Alan Artibise said they

VETERAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Ranked as a petty officer third class,
Saenz said his stint in the Navy changed
him. Among his experiences were when
his ship had a fishing line caught in its
propeller.
“We were dead in the water; we were
three miles off the coast in Somalia,” he
said. “The most shark-infested waters in
the world, too. The captain ordered me
and the three other rescue swimmers to
go underneath the ship and cut the nets
off the propellers.”
The task took almost all day, he said.
“Luckily, we didn’t see a single shark in
the water,” Saenz said. “Right as we were

TOWNHALL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
also acknowledges UT System Chancellor
Francisco Cigarroa in aiding UTB in
accessing the funds.
“When [Cigarroa] realized that he
couldn’t help UT-Brownsville any more
than he could because we were not
eligible to receive Permanent University
Funds, he accepted that as something
that he wanted to help solve,” García
said. “He didn’t say, ‘Well, too bad, do it
on your own, see how it works out.’ He
said, ‘How can we solve this together?’”
Since the state of Texas created the
PUF in 1876, it has been agreed that twothirds of the funds would go to UT System
schools and one-third would go to Texas
A&M University System schools. UTB
and UTPA have never been recipients of
PUF money.
“We did make the argument many,
many times that it was wrong; we should
be part of that fund,” García said. “There
was another fund called the [Higher

DIABETES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
This is caused by antibodies that attack
your thyroid and your pancreas. This is
why insulin is needed. If the insulin is
not taken, a patient could go into diabetic
acidosis, which is a coma.
Roughly 10 percent of the diabetic
population is Type 1 diabetic.
“Type 2 diabetics make insulin,” Ong
said. “Their bodies are very resistant to
insulin. So, you might make insulin, but
your body isn’t using it very well.”
Type 2 diabetes is treated with proper
diet, exercise and oral medication. You
don’t change what type of diabetic you
are; you’re either Type 1 or Type 2.
“Type 2’s don’t become type 1,”Ong
said. “You’re not Type 1 just because you
are on insulin. That’s why we call Type 1
insulin-dependent.”
Gestational diabetes occurs only in
women and can only happen during
pregnancy. Women with gestational
diabetes may develop Type 2 diabetes in
the future.

had not applied for the position but will
remain in their positions until summer
2015.
“UT-Brownsville will continue to exist
until the summer of 2015 and Dr. García
will be president of UT-Brownsville until
the summer of 2015, even though a new
president has been appointed,” Artibise
said.
The person appointed president of the
new university in Spring 2014 will be
regarded as “president-designate,” he
said.
“I think it is smart to hire that person

early so they can help plan [the new
university], but in the meantime,
both [UT-Pan American President
Robert] Nelsen and Dr. García and my
counterpart and I will be managing the
existing universities,” Artibise said. “We
know what we’re doing for the next 18
months.”
To nominate someone for president
of the new South Texas university,
the public is asked is to provide the
name, current position and current
contact information of the nominee to
any member of the Search Advisory

Committee, or through the confidential
search e-mail, PSTPresident@wittkieffer.
com, or in writing to: President, Project
South Texas, c/o Witt/Kieffer, Attention:
Donna Janulis, 2015 Spring Rd., Suite
510, Oak Brook, Ill., 60523.
According to the Witt/Kieffer website,
recruitment will begin immediately
and continue until an appointment is
announced in Spring 2014. Applicant
materials, including a current curriculum
vitae and letter of interest, should be
included and received by Dec. 1.

about to get [out of the water], a tiger
shark flopped out of the water.”
One officer was cut by barnacles on the
propeller.
“We didn’t let him get back in the
water, and they had to set shark watch,”
Saenz said.
The rescue swimmers took turns using
one firefighter mask for oxygen.
“It was pretty fun,” Saenz said.
Another
memorable
experience
happened in the Gulf of Aden, which lies
between Yemen and Somalia.
“These Ukrainian tanker ships had
gotten hijacked off the coast in Somalia,
and it actually happened a month before
the Capt. [Richard] Phillips thing,”
he said, referring to the captain of the
Merchant Marine ship Maersk Alabama

taken hostage by Somali pirates in April
2009.
The Ukrainian tanker, which had
around 16 hostages, was full of tanks and
weapons, Saenz said. The pirates wanted
a $5 million ransom.
After a couple of weeks of negotiations
with the United Nations, the pirates
settled for $1.3 million.
“Even then, they got their money,
but they were asking us for protection
because there was already another
terrorist group waiting for them, just to
take their money,” Saenz said.
All of the hostages were rescued, with
little conflict.
“It went down pretty easily,” he said.
After his military service ended, Saenz
found a job at the Margaret M. Clark

Aquatic Center as a swim coach for 8- to
12-year-olds.
“I train them, coach them,” he said.
“They go compete in different cities,
McAllen, San Antonio and Dallas.”
He has been coaching at the Aquatic
Center for almost four years.
“I just do it for the kids,” Saenz said.
His goal after graduation is to return to
the military or find a civilian a job.
“Maybe going back into the Navy, or
maybe a swim coach,” he said. “I swam
competitively in high school and college,
and I became a rescue swimmer in the
Navy.”
Besides swimming, Saenz enjoys
skateboarding, drawing and reading
comics.

Education Assistance Funds]. … Well,
the HEAF fund is a very small fund.
There’s lots of people drinking from that
little well. So, we said, ‘No, we want to get
into PUF.’”
García said that with the split from
TSC, Cigarroa thought it was a “perfect
time” to get UTB and UTPA into PUF.
And that’s where the consolidation
began.
García said Cigarroa’s attorneys
informed him that he needed to take
the assets from UTB and UTPA and “gift
them to the new university” and “install
[the new university] as a PUF-eligible
institution.”
The formation of the new university
had to first be approved by the Texas
Legislature, the UT System board
of regents and the presidents of the
two universities. All parties were in
agreement with the notion.
“Now we’re in the business of finishing
off the separation with TSC,” García said.
“But now spending more of our time
every day thinking about what this new
university is going to look like.”

Some students asked about the name
of the new university, which will be
announced by the end of the year.
Leslie Barrientos, a senior marketing
major and SGA School of Business
senator, asked what the top five name
suggestions are for the new university.
García responded that she did not
know what the names are. However,
Artibise said that the University of TexasRio Grande Valley and the University of
Texas of the Americas are among the five
names being considered by the board of
regents.
“There is a campaign starting next
week, so tune in because it’ll be on
Facebook, it will be on e-mail, it will
be on Twitter, you can even call in
suggestions,” García told students.
The final decision, however, will be
made by the board of regents.
Corinna Reyna, a junior special
education major, asked if student
organizations are going to merge with
UTPA’s organizations.
Artibise said he believes that having
one organization will work better than

having separate ones on each campus.
“My thesis is there’s no right answer,
there’s no absolute ‘this is the way it
will be,’” he said. “It’s what will work
best to serve your interest in those
organizations.”
George Green, a professor in
the Translation and Interpreting
Department, asked the president and
provost if they have considered offering
a doctorate in cross-cultural education.
This
would
include
translation,
interpreting and journalism in two
languages.
García said the notion of “biliteracy,
someone who can read, write and
communicate in two languages” is an
“easier thing to say than it is to do.”
She did say, however, that the university
will be following the UT System guiding
principles for the new university and “one
of them includes trying to produce this
biliterate, bilingual, bicultural graduate.”

“The only treatment we use for
gestational diabetes is insulin,” Ong said.
Insulin is the safest drug for diabetes,
Ong said. It makes your blood sugar go
down.
Common symptoms of diabetes include
increased urination, thirst, weight loss,
vision problems and frequent urinary
tract infections.
Complications of diabetes include
blindness, kidney disease, coronary
artery disease and strokes.
Rosary Muñoz, a nurse practitioner at
VRMC, demonstrated how to properly
check blood sugar using a glucose meter.
This meter requires patients to prick
their finger and apply a drop of blood on
a test strip that is connected to the meter.
“You want to alternate your fingers
[that you prick],” Muñoz said. “You don’t
want to stick to one finger because from
the frequent pricking you tend to get
calluses.”
The audience was stunned by that tip.
Muñoz also recommends pricking the
finger facing down so the blood flows
quicker.
Steven Hoelscher, VRMC’s chief

operating officer, said diabetes is a
common problem in the area.
“We want to continue to provide these
types of programs for our community

because we’re not only here when you get
sick, we want to be here as a resource,”
Hoelscher said.

--Collegian Editor Cleiri Quezada
contributed to this report.
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A video-streaming generation

By Alberto Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN

Everyone has a unique guilty pleasure.
For some, it might be a cigarette drag,
eating a fudge brownie or the latest Miley
Cyrus single.
Television shows and feature films
are generally watched and enjoyed by
everyone. We come to identify with
movies and shows that we consider to be
our favorite guilty pleasures. We become
entranced, at times, with our favorite
screen picks so much so that we are
willing to spend close to $20 for a new
DVD release and as much as $50 for the
latest season of a TV show.
As a film and TV show buff, buying
DVDs of them was taking a toll on my
debit card. I was building a collection of
all my favorite screen picks and I realized
that I had to control this guilty pleasure
before I blew all of my money away.
In 2010, I was given a PlayStation 3
for my 19th birthday. Because of this gift,
I discovered the solution to my moneyspending problem. The PS3, like the
Xbox 360 and the Nintendo Wii, offers
the nationwide popular video-streaming
service known as Netflix.
Replete with a collection of hundreds
of titles to watch instantly, Netflix
became my safe haven, my virtual portal
to escape into film and TV show bliss. For
$7.99 per month, an impressive archive
of video titles was at my fingertips.
During the last three years, Netflix
has uploaded all kinds of films and TV
shows under a variety of genres. There
are family, horror, drama, romantic,
steamy, comedic and many other genres
to choose from. With Blockbuster
Video announcing the closing of all its
remaining locations, and the existence of
video rental stores critically diminishing,
Netflix claims the throne as the leading
provider of rental and streaming services,
all at the convenience of an Internet
connection.
Netflix is set up as a profile. Once you
start viewing titles, it will recommend
similar titles and keep a log of what you
have recently watched. It allows you to
rate what you have watched and gives

you the option of creating a list of all your
favorite titles to watch when you please.
Being a member of the Netflix
streaming service, my list of favorite
titles has grown and keeps growing.
If you are interested in subscribing
as a Netflix member and need some
recommendations, or if you already have
an account but are not sure exactly what
you are interested in watching, here is
a list of my top five film and TV show
picks currently available to watch on the
service:
--“Oldboy,” a film directed by Chanwook Park in 2003, is about a man who is
mysteriously kidnapped and imprisoned
in a room without knowing why.
Consumed by revenge, he is released
after 15 years and must find out why he
was kidnapped and by whom. Rating:
5/5 stars.
--“Memento,” a film directed by
Christopher Nolan in 2000, tells the
story of Leonard Shelby, a man on the
hunt for the person responsible for
murdering his wife and bashing his head,
making him lose his short-term memory,
and thus, not being able to form any new
memories. Leonard relies on notes and
tattoos that he uses as permanent clues
to track down the killer. The entire movie
is shown from end to beginning, making
it a unique thriller. Rating: 5/5 stars.
--“Red State,” a film directed by
Kevin Smith in 2011, is an exaggerated
depiction of a community of people
living in the midst of radical Republican
influence. Basic liberties such as freedom
of religion and the right to bear arms
are exploited through terrorism. Rating:
4.5/5 stars.
--“Breaking Bad,” a series created by
Vince Gilligan, is the story of Walter
White, a chemistry teacher who is
diagnosed with cancer and begins to
cook crystal meth with a former high
school student in order to financially
secure the future of his family. The show
has earned numerous Emmy wins and
won Outstanding Drama Series for its
final season. Rating 5/5 stars.
--“Parks and Recreation,” a workplace
comedy created by Michael Schur and
Greg Daniels, follows Leslie Knope, a
deputy director of the parks department
and a city councilwoman who tries
to improve city conditions through
public forums and campaigns amid all
of the shenanigans of working for city
government. Rating: 4/5 stars.
Slip into your jammies, grab some
popcorn and kick back with your loved
ones for a night of Netflix and a world of
video streaming at your hands.
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Bangles and beads
PWS jewelry sale raises funds for scholarships

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Junior art major Rebekah Bonner pays graduate business student and Professional Women
Speak member Angelica Luna for a pendant during the PWS Treasure Chest Jewelry Sale, held
last Thursday in the Main Building courtyard. Proceeds from sale will benefit the PWS Student
Scholarship Fund.

By Amanda Arredondo
THE COLLEGIAN

You could find bangles, beads and
more at the Professional Women Speak
Treasure Chest jewelry sale last Thursday
in the Main Building’s Courtyard.
The sale, which helps raise funds for
the PWS Student Scholarship Fund,
featured a variety of handmade, vintage,
new, slightly used and fashion jewelry
pieces—all donated.
“We polish it, we make it look really
nice and it has turned out to be a really
good activity,” PWS Chair Beatriz Castillo
said of the jewelry.
Elizabeth Peña, a student education
coordinator for the College of Biomedical
Sciences and Health Professions, bought
a vintage necklace and a set of earrings.
“I loved it,” Peña said. “It was really
nice.”
The UT-Brownsville organization was
created by President Juliet V. García and
Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs Ethel Cantú in 1981 to increase
awareness of career opportunities for
women.
Castillo said the organization sponsors
seminars in which successful women who
represent traditional and non-traditional
careers speak about their experiences
and professions. Previous speakers have

included Brownsville City Commissioner
at Large “B” Rose Gowen and Sandra
Langley, an officer for First Community
Bank .
The organization awards two $500
scholarships per academic year to juniors
with a 3.0 grade-point average or higher.
“Then we look at their community
service,” Castillo said about the criteria
for the scholarship award. “They write a
paper [on] what is it they plan to do with
the degree that they’re studying and how
they plan to give back to the community.”
Last year, PWS raised $1,500 from the
jewelry sale, she said.
PWS member Juanita Ibarra said the
jewelry sale has had a successful turnout
the last three years.
When the fundraiser started, García
and professors who traveled abroad
brought back jewelry that they donated
to PWS.
“They would bring jewelry from Chile,
China, or Europe, or wherever, but they
donated a lot of their jewelry,” Ibarra
said.
Ibarra said the jewelry is not expensive.
“Right now, it’s perfect for Christmas
gifts and then we sell it again in the
spring for Valentine’s,” Ibarra said.
Professional Women Speak will
conduct a second jewelry fundraiser in
February and a seminar in March.

Mariachi Ocelotetlán Scholarship Fundraiser
UT-Brownsville
Mariachi
Ocelotetlán
Director
Antonio Briseño
sings with his
students as
they perform in
concert at the
TSC Arts Center
last Tuesday.
Proceeds from
the event will
go toward
scholarships for
the members of
the group.

UT-Brownsville
Mariachi Ocelotetlán
members Maria Flores
and Ricardo Carmona
perform
“Nos Estorbó la Ropa.”

Tony Peña/Collegian Photos
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Estudiante
de hoy

La universidad celebra Día de los Muertos

Por Magaly Rosales
EDITORA DE ESPAÑOL

UT-Brownsville celebró su tercer
festejo anual de Día de los Muertos, el 2
de noviembre.
La celebración empezó con un desfile
de más de 100 catrines y catrinas, los
cuales son esqueletos que representan
al dios y la diosa Azteca de la muerte,
Mictlantecuhtli y Mictecacihuatl, en
coloridas vestimentas tradicionales de
México y pintados para representar a la
muerte.
La procesión empezó afuera del
complejo de vivienda estudiantil
Casa Bella y terminó en el césped de
la biblioteca de la universidad. Un
“cementerio” fue construido en el
camino entre la biblioteca y el Pacillo
Sabal. Hubo ataúdes y un altar decorado
con flores de cempasúchil, papel picado,
velas, calaveras de azúcar y ofrendas
características de un altar de muertos,
como comida y agua.
Una presentación por los estudiantes
de la clase de sociología de la profesora
adjunta Leslie Meyer enseño a la
audiencia como se celebra el Día de los
Muertos en Oaxaca, México.
Explicaron que la celebración empieza
en octubre 31, cuando las familias
compran velas para poner en los altares
para iluminar el camino de los espíritus
a su hogar, agua para que los espíritus
tomen y la comida favorita de los espíritus
para traerlos de vuelta a la tierra de los
vivientes, aunque sea por solo una noche.
Las familias visitan los cementerios
temprano en la mañana para asegurarse
de que las tumbas estén limpias,
deshaciéndose de las hierbas y tierra.
Noviembre 1 es dedicado a los niños
que han fallecido.
En el día final de la celebración,
noviembre 2, las familias se juntan en el
cementerio y comparten historias de sus
muertos y recuerdan buenos tiempos.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Tony Peña/Fotos Collegian
Estudiantes vestidos como catrines y catrinas--esqueletos vestidos elegantemente que son
derivados de los dioses Aztecas de la muerte—participan en la procesión.

“Creo que es muy importante que los
estudiantes aprecien su cultura para
encontrar una conexión al pasado y
recordar a sus seres queridos”, Meyer
dijo sobre la celebración.
Entre los estudiantes que asistieron la
celebración estaba Melissa García, una
estudiante de primer año de educación
temprana.
“Fue muy bonito y colorido, me gustó
como hicieron todo en detalle”, García
dijo. “Representa más de nuestra cultura
aquí en el Valle [del Rio Grande]”.
Ella dijo que el Día de los Muertos es
una tradición importante.
“Es importante para todo quien sea
parte mexicano”, García dijo. “Estás
celebrando el Día de los Muertos y eso
se remota a tus bisabuelos, quienes lo

celebraban”.
Ella dijo que la colorida celebración
junta a la gente, haciéndolo “gozoso”.
Estudiante de primer año de
matemáticas Luis Briseño dijo que el
cementerio fue su parte favorita de la
noche.
“Caminando por el cementerio fue
genial porque es algo que nunca había
hecho antes”, Briseño dijo.
La cantante de género Tejano y
previamente estudiante de UTB,
Veronique Medrano, cantó “La Llorona,”
“Las Calaveras” y “Cruz de Madera”
mientras cuatro bailarinas de Just Dance
Fitness Studio bailaban.
Pan de muertos y otros refrigerios
fueron
servidos
después
de
la
presentación.

Ex-alumna de UT-Brownsville y cantante del género Tejano, Veronique Medrano, canta durante la celebración del Día de los Muertos.

Nombre: Itzel Márquez
Edad: 19 años
Especialidad: Historia
Clasificación: estudiante de
segundo año
Fecha de Graduación: Primavera
del 2016
Promedio: 3.7
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Actividades extracurriculares:
“Soy parte de University Scholars de
la escuela y también soy integrante
del Folklórico Tizatlán, el grupo
folklórico de la universidad”.
Pasatiempos: “El baile y juego
tenis”.
¿Cuáles
son
tus
metas?
“Terminar la licenciatura y seguir la
carrera, la maestría y el doctorado”.
¿Quién es tu modelo a seguir?
“Mi papá es una persona que tiene
mucha influencia en mi vida... Sabe
cómo hablar con la gente, sabe cómo
ganar a la gente, sabe que decir y
cuando decirlo y también ser noble...
Esas son las cosas que yo admiro de
mi papá, por eso es un modelo para
mí”.
¿Por
qué
escogiste
la
especialidad en la que estás?
“Siempre me ha gustado la historia, y
también mis raíces son en la cultura
Azteca… por eso quiero estudiar la
maestría en cultura mesoamericana,
en particular Azteca”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal?
“Ahorita es
entre abogada y
profesora de universidad”.
¿Qué
técnicas
usas
para
estudiar? “Realmente yo no
estudio. Leo las cosas una vez y
observo lo que está diciendo el
profesor, observo la presentación
del profesor, tomo notas y de ahí
en afuera no estudio. Posiblemente
veo mis notas una vez y las repaso
una vez, posiblemente dos, y ya.
Porque para mí, si estudio se me
olvida la información. Entonces yo
retengo más información cuando no
estudio”.
¿Qué les aconsejas a los
alumnos de nuevo ingreso?
“Póngale atención al [profesor]. No
crean que es lo mismo que la prepa,
puede ser más fácil que la prepa,
pero al mismo tiempo puede ser
más difícil porque nadie te va a estar
recordando, ‘Tienes que entregar
este papelito’, ‘Tienes que estregar
este ensayo’”.
--Recopilado por Magaly Rosales

Visítanos en nuestro sitio web

www.utbcollegian.com

para leer más noticias.
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Wrapping up their careers
4 senior volleyball players reflect on tenure
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR

The UT-Brownsville Ocelots have been
dominant since the Fall 2010 season,
winning the Red River Athletic Conference
Tournament every year, making three
Final Four appearances in the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
National Championships and earning a
national title in 2011 against Concordia
(Calif.) University.
At the end of the 2013 regular season,
the Ocelots are 129-6 since 2010, including
a 47-0 record in conference play. UTB is
currently 29-0 and looking to stay perfect
the rest of the season for its four seniors:
outside hitter Danica Markovic, setter
Xiaoyu Guo, right-side hitter Michelle
Marques and middle blocker Ana Guerra.
Markovic, Marques and Guerra came to
UTB as freshmen in 2010. Guo was a setter
at Murray State University in Kentucky
before transferring to UTB.
“We’re more like a family,” said Guo, a
native of Bao Tou, China. “We take care of
each other. It’s an honor to play here in my
last year.”
In Guo’s only year at UTB, she collected
867 assists in the regular season.
Marques has 678 kills and 472 digs in
her career. Her best season came last year,
when she posted 315 kills and 279 digs.
“It’s a pleasure to be here,” said Marques,
a native of Minas Gerais, Brazil. “The
beginning is tough because you have to get
used to new things. Now that you get to your
senior year, you realize you’ve learned so
much.”
Guerra is nearing 1,000 kills for her
career--996. She has posted 682 blocks.

SPORTS EDITOR

UT-Brownsville’s cross country teams
posted an impressive start, the volleyball
team went undefeated, and both soccer
teams went up and down the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
Coaches’ Poll this season.
The volleyball team proved it should
have been the No.1-ranked team all season
long, but spent most of it at No.2 behind
defending NAIA champion Concordia
(Calif.) University.
The Ocelots didn’t start the season at
No.2. The team was ranked at No. 3 at the
beginning, but climbed up a notch after a
win against then-No. 2 Columbia College
in the Hampton Inn Classic on Aug. 31
Then, the then-No.10 Embry-Riddle
College gave the Ocelots the toughest fight
all season. The Eagles were the only team
to extend the game into five sets.
The biggest victory was the biggest
matchup on the schedule. Two undefeated
teams faced off Oct. 19. The then-No.1
Concordia Eagles, who were riding a 55game winning streak into the match, and
then-No. 2 UTB Ocelots faced off in the
Garza Gym.
A full gym witnessed the Ocelots not
only defeat the defending champions, but
also saw Concordia fall three sets to zero.
The Ocelots moved up to No.1 and
maintained the rank going into the Red
River Athletic Conference Tournament,
which was held last weekend. Results
were unavailable at press time.
The women’s soccer team played under
Interim Head Coach Juan de Dios Garcia

Women
finish 5th in
Ocelot
Invitational
By Sergio Mata
SPORTS EDITOR

Tony Peña/Collegian
UT-Brownsville right-side hitter Michelle Marques (center) goes up for a ball during practice last
Wednesday in the Garza Gym. Marques is in her final year at UTB.

“We’re like a family,” said Guerra, of Sao
Paulo, Brazil. “For the past four years, I’ve
learned a lot from this team and I’m going
to miss them.”
Markovic, a native of Subotica, Serbia,
reached the 1,500-kill mark this season and
posted 298 aces and 1,212 digs.
“It’s been a great pleasure,” Markovic
said. “I can truly say that this school and the
people around here changed my whole life.
The coaches and the girls around me will be
my friends forever. I’ll never forget them.”

A look back to the fall
By Sergio Mata
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after the departure of Nik Barjaktarevic
after six seasons.
The team lost the season opener to
Abilene Christian University 1-0, but the
Ocelots then went on a four-game winning
streak.
After taking down the then-No.8
University of Mobile Rams Sept. 13,
the team fell to No. 17 William Carey
University 3-0. The Ocelots went on
another four-game winning streak only to
have it stopped on a 1-0 loss to the Our
Lady of the Lake University Saints on Oct.
10.
The Ocelots went into the RRAC
Tournament with a three-game winning
streak with the No. 2 seed. The team
started at No.9 and finished the regular
season ranked No. 21. Their record was
11-3 with a 5-1 conference record.
Unlike the women, the men’s soccer
team wasn’t ranked at the start of the
season in the NAIA Coaches’ Poll.
After a heartbreaking 3-2 loss against
Texas Wesleyan University in double
overtime, the Ocelots went on to string a
nine-game winning streak.
The closest matchup was against the
University of Science of Arts of Oklahoma
Sept. 5. The score was 2-2 until forward
Leonardo Medeiros broke the tie with one
second left in the contest.
Then the still-unranked Ocelots faced
off against the No.1 University of Mobile
Rams.
Down 2-0, the Rams tied it up in a
three-minute span. That’s all the Ocelots
allowed, scoring twice more to take down
the No.1 team 4-2, a big reason the Ocelots
jumped into the No.15 spot in the Sept. 17

Athletics Director and Volleyball Coach
Todd Lowery praised the seniors.
“You really don’t replace a group of
seniors like this,” Lowery said. “You just
kind of recruit and go on. This group has
been really special to what this program’s
been these past four years.”
The Ocelots are looking to send the four
seniors off with a championship title, the
second in four years.

The UT-Brownsville Women’s Golf
Team placed fifth out of six teams in its
2013 UTB Ocelot Invitational Nov. 3 and 4.
“I think the team played extremely
well,” UTB Golf Coach Daniel Hayden
said via phone last Thursday. “We had a
phenomenal tournament.”
The University of Texas Pan-American
took first place in the invitational. Melissa
Bernal of UTPA was at the top of the leader
board, finishing with a score of 147, three
shots over par.
Ocelot Alainey Muro finished at the top
among UTB golfers, tying for ninth place
with Texas Wesleyan University’s Deborah
Dover with a final score of 157.
Ocelot Veronika Vasquez tied for 11th
place with Stephanie Kalapach of Texas
Wesleyan, earning a score of 159.
With the fall season coming to a close,
Hayden has high hopes for the spring
semester.
“I’m excited about what’s going to take
place in the spring,” Hayden said. “We
finished on a great note and look forward
to great things in the spring.”
Texas
A&M
University-Kingsville,
University of St. Thomas-Houston and
Texas A&M International UniversityLaredo also competed in the tournament.

Meet the Stingrays

Victoria Brito/Collegian
Members of the South Texas Stingrays basketball team are shown after being introduced
during Media Day Nov. 1 at Last Call Bar & Grill. Shown (front row, from left) are Assistant Coach
Jay Guerra, guard Reginald Clark, practice player Cristen Smith, guard Vicente Esquivel, guard
Frank Alvarez, guard Steven Harris and Sales Manager Israel Garcia. Second row: guard Zack
Peyton, guard/forward Charlie Harper III, forward Antoine Berger, forward Horace Dixon, guard
Justin Monroe, forward Albert Strickland III and Coach Johnny Moore.

NAIA Coaches’ Poll.
After the streak ended in San Antonio
against conference rival Our Lady of
the Lake, the men went 2-0-2 in the
remaining four games.
The Ocelots finished in the No. 22 spot
with a No.2 seed in the RRAC tournament.
The team ended the season with a 12-22 record overall and a 5-1-1 conference
record.
Men’s Soccer Coach Dan Balaguero
was also in charge of the cross country
teams in the first season of the program’s
existence. The team had two first-place
finishes. The men and the women both

finished first in the Rams Relay hosted by
Texas Wesleyan University on Sept. 21.
Vanessa Garcia was the leader of the
women’s team, placing second in her
category four times and first in the Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi Islander
Splash Sept. 27.
David Guillen was the main key in the
men’s team, clocking the best time overall
in all five meets in the season.
The team traveled to the RRAC meet
in the Northeast Texas city of New
Summerfield last weekend. Results were
unavailable at press time.
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